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a lavender shirt, smiled helpfully and expansively as he tried hard
to make the Justices and a Government counsel understand that a
mechanic can't make a work of art, because as soon as he does so
he becomes an artist.

"A VERY GREAT ARTIST"

Questioned first by Brancusi's counsel, who were Charles J. Lane
of this city and Maurice J. Speiser of Philadelphia, Epstein said
he was a sculptor and had studied and worked at his art for thirty
years in New York, London and Paris, and was represented in the
Metropolitan Museum here and in English and other foreign
galleries.

In his opinion Brancusi was '* decidedly" a sculptor, and
declared that he was regarded as a very great artist by other artists.
Asked to give his opinion of Exhibit One, he said :

" In my opinion, it is a work of art."

Then the Assistant Attorney-General wanted to know where
Epstein had studied and what diplomas he held. Epstein said he
had studied here and in various Paris schools including the &cole
des Beaux Arts, but was puzzled about the diplomas.

" I don't believe that diplomas are ever given by art schools,"
he said, hesitantly.

" Whether you know it or not, did you ever receive one ? "
demanded the literal Mr- Higginbotham,

" I know of no such thing," said the artist.

Ma. HIGGINBOTHAM'S BREAK                           ;

" What is your line of sculpture ? " pursued Mr. Higginbotham.
The question evoked a snigger from the artists and critics in

the back of the room.  When the Government counsel elucidated

by asking him if he did " human figures and that sort of thing ",

Epstein replied:

" I do everything."                                                            *

" Have you done anything like Exhibit One ? "
lt But all sculptors are different.   I might not want to."
Justice Waite thought this was quibbling and demanded an

answer, which was in the negative.

" Why is this a work of art ? " the lawyer continued.       f
" It pleases my sense of beauty.   I find it a beautiful object*"
"*So if we had a brass rail, highly polished and

curved, it would also'be a work of art? "